
BÀI 01:
THE FINE ART OF GIFT GIVING
[bookmark: _GoBack]There's no simple formula to guide you to the perfect gift. The best choices depend on knowing the recipient well: the person's tastes, needs and dreams. Stuart Jacobson, the author of The Art of Giving, who researched the subject extensively, found that the most treasured gifts don't have to cost the earth.
An inspired idea? Yes. But the best gifts are often the obvious choices. Here are some tips, on familiar categories that may be helpful to you:
Flowers. Flowers are among the most frequently given gifts. There's a traditional floral language, and a carefully selected bouquet or plant can convey a wide range of emotions and sentiments. Red roses symbolize love as well as the hopeful beginning of a new enterprise; violets beseech the recipient not to forget the donor: orchids and other exquisite blooms indicate that the recipient regards you as exotic, precious and rare.
A floral gift that evokes warm recollections will be prized more than one that is simply showy and extravagant. A customer asked florist Brad Currie to a deliver a bouquet of a certain variety of rose – yellow tinged with red – to a hospital where her mother lay seriously ill. "They've been my mother's favourite flowers since she carried them at her wedding many years ago," she said.
A more ambitious floral gift was received by Dr. Vivian Rakoff, a psychiatrist. He returned home on his 57th birthday to a dazzling display: the middle of his front lawn had been turned into a rose garden containing 57 bushes. Says Rokoff, " It was a wonderful, self-renewing gift from my wife – a constant reminder of her."
Money. In appropriate circumstances money can be a suitable gift. From the donor's point of view, it's a convenient item to give since, as the saying goes, you don’t have to shop around because it's always the right colour. A money gift is particularly welcome to people who are chronically short of funds, such as university students working their way through school.
But money has drawbacks. The recipient may feel slighted. Instead of putting effort into finding the right gift, you took the easy way out and simply wrote a check. Money can also be an ephemeral gift; often there's no trace left, once it's spent, of your generosity.
Bonbons and Bottles. Candy or liquid  makes an elegant and respectable gift, provided you have some knowledge of the intended recipient's preferences.
Travel. An increasingly popular choice for a gift is a trip. It can suit any purse, ranging from a 25$ gift voucher for a railway ticket to a $10,000 luxury cruise for Mom and Dad on their golden wedding anniversary.
Travel is a special gift because it leaves the recipient with so many indelible memories. Canadian Sam Blyth, who heads a travel fir,, vividly recalls the spectacular gift he received when he was 15.At the time, he had been living in Germany for over a year because his father was serving in the diplomatic corps. With Christmas approaching, Blyth became desperately homesick for his friends back in Canada. One unforgettable morning early in December, he awoke to find an airline ticket to Canada on the table beside his bed. The role of Santa Claus had been played by his favourite uncle.
Several years later Blyth gave the same kind of gift to his ten-year-old nephew, Max, an ardent baseball fan. When the Milwaukee Brewers played in the World Series, Blyth invited Max to accompany him to some of their home games. "The kid was absolutely ecstatic," says Blyth.
Gifts for Children. A challenging and provocative gift can influence the course of a child's life. Five-year-old Albert Einstein was one sick in bed, bored and restless. To distract him, his father gave him a small compass. The amazing instrument intrigued young Albert; no matter which way you turned it, the dial always pointed north. This early experience with the mysterious forces of nature helped stimulate his interest in physics.
There can be many occasions for gift giving. Lewis Carroll, the author of "Alice's Adventures in Wonderland", pointed out that we can give a person a birthday gift only once a year, but there's nothing to prevent us from presenting "unbirthday" gifts on any of the remaining 364 days. And knowing that someone has a special interest or hobby makes spur-of-the-moment gift giving all the more fun.
	
beseech (v) = ask sb earnestly; implore sb:

exotic (adj) = striking or attractive because colourful or unusual:

drawback (n) = disadvantage; problem:

ephemeral (adj) = living, lasting, etc for a very short time:

cruise (n) = pleasure voyage:

indelible (adj) = (of marks, stains, ink, etc) that cannot be rubbed out or remove:

ecstatic (adj) = causing or showing ecstasy:

provocative (adj) = tending or intended to arouse anger, annoyance, controversy, etc:

intrigue (v) = arouse one's interest or curiosity:
	
yêu cầu ai một cách khẩn thiết; cầu khẩn ai

kỳ lạ hoặc hấp dẫn vì nhiều màu sắc hoặc không bình thường

sự bất lợi

sống, tồn tại trong một thời gian rất ngắn


chuyến dạo chơi trên biển

(về dấu in, vết bẩn, mực,etc) không thể tẩy xóa


Gây ra hay thể hiện sự sung sướng mê ly

Khiêu khích; trêu chọc


Gợi lên sự quan tâm hoặc tò mò của ai







BÀI 02: 
MORNING STAR – EVENING STAR
It is easy to find Venus this month. An hour after sunset, look toward the west (where the Sun goes down). Part way up the sky, you will see what looks like the brightest star. This "star" is really a planet, call Venus.
Stars stay in the same patterns, or constellations. But some lights in the sky move around from night to night. These objects are called planets, which means "Wanderers". One bright and beautiful wanderer was named for Venus, a goddess of love and beauty in stories from long ago.
As seen from Earth, Venus far outshines every star. It is also brighter than the other planets.
Why is Venus so bright? It comes closer to Earth than any other planet. Also, the weather on Venus is always the same: cloudy everywhere. The thick clouds are white as snow and reflect lots of sunlight. This makes Venus easy for us to see. Also, Venus is closer to the Sun than Earth is. The sunlight that hits Venus is twice as strong as the sunlight that hits Earth.
Because we can see Venus for only a few hours after sunset, it is sometimes called the evening star. But remember, Venus is really a planet. It won't stay in one planet. By the end of March, we won't able to see Venus at all. That is because it will be passing between Earth and the Sun, and Venus will be lost in the Sun's glare.
By the end of April, we will again be able to see Venus. This time, it will be in the east (where the Sun comes up) before sunrise. Then it will be called the morning star. This will last until mid-November, when Venus will pass around the other side of the Sun and will again be out of view. Then, in mid-March 2002, Venus will reappear in the west, and we will call it the evening star once again!

BÀI 03: 
COMMUNICATION SKILLS FOR NEGOTIATIONS
With a growing number of countries becoming actively engaged in world trade, resulting in intensified contacts between exporters and importers from different cultures, and in increased competition in both domestic and international markets, business executives are faced with a demanding environment for their commercial negotiations. In particular, those in small and medium-size firms need to master negotiating skills in a global setting. Communication techniques are an important part of these skills. Negotiating is first and foremost about communications. It is a dialogue in which each person explains his or her position and listens to what the other person is saying. During this exchange of views, proposals are made concessions explored. The end result is intended to be increased business.
International business negotiations have often failed as a result of poor communications. Exporters need to communicate clearly with importers if they are to succeed in the international marketplace.
By building listening skills, knowing how to phrase questions and using other specific communications techniques, negotiators should be in a position to conduct their international business discussions more successfully.
	intensified – intensify (v) = make or become intense or more intense; increase;

executive (n) = a person or body with managerial or administrative responsibility in a business organization etc…; a senior businessman; chair-person; director, president:

first and foremost = first and most important:

phrase (v) = express in words:

should (v) = express a likehood;
	tăng cường, (làm) gia tang; (làm) mạnh hơn


người hay nhóm người có trách nhiệm điều hành một tổ chức hay cơ sở kinh doanh




trước tiên và quan trọng nhất

diễn tả bằng lời

diễn tả một sự đinh ninh là sẽ xảy ra, nhưng không cho la chắc chắn.



BÀI 4: 
American singer Michael Jackson has married the daughter of Elvis Presley. In a statement released on Monday Lisa Marie Presley Jackson confirmed marriage took place 11 weeks ago. Last month news reports said the two had been married in the Dominican Republic.
Mr and Mrs. Jackson say they kept the marriage secret because they are private people and wanted to avoid media attention.
BÀI 5:
Hot weather continues to affect the central and western areas of the country. In Tokyo, the temperature reached 37 degrees Celsius on Thursday. On Wednesday, the temperature reached 39 degrees Celsius. That was the hottest day ever recorded in the Japanese capital.
The severe heat has continued for a week. Many thousands of farm animals have died and many areas are suffering from a lack of water. Japan's weather agency says the severe heat is expected to continued for the rest of the month.
BÀI 6:
Chinese scientists say the world's highest mountain has become shorter during the past 17 years. The scientists say Mount Everest has lost almost 2 meters in height since 1975. At that time the mountain was measured 8,848 meters tall. The Chinese scientists say they studied the mountain for one year before announcing their results.
However, some researchers are surprised about the Chinese results. They say most scientists believe Mount Everest is rising by almost 4 centimeters a year.
